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The public: more
than mere numbers

With the announcement of dates for state election, the long
run for parties contending for the coveted seats of power is on
the home stretch now. And with it, last minute scramble to
present a semblance of continuing development activities is
being seen around the state capital. The long trench being dug
right in the middle of the road along the RIMS road, the
demolition of sewage drains along Keishamthong- Elangbam
Leikai constructed just a few years ago being few of the
numerous examples. Roads are being laid with stones and soil
which presents a frustrating experience for the public with
harmful dust posing a threat to health and the rough surface
causing accidents. Come rain and the damage is complete. Such
incomprehensible efforts to hoodwink the public is nothing new,
and is the preferred method to extract the most political mileage
by every political party without exception for as long as one
would care to remember. The irony though, is the public is not
buying any of it, and therefore the whole futile exercise has
come to represent the foolhardy misconceptions of those drunk
with power and resources but are insulated from the real
concerns and problems of the general public.

Why is the government and its implementing agencies so
consistently stepping on its own toes when it comes to the actual
delivery of developmental projects envisaged to benefit the
people of the state? Why is it so apparently difficult to draw up
plans which would remain functional for at least a decade, if
not more? And why is there no visible mechanism in place to
effectively monitor the activities and pull up erring parties when
it comes to such development activities for betterment of the
people? And why are those at the helm of affairs of the state
still unable to deliver efficiently and with earnestness any single
project without focusing their entire attention to retaining the
biggest possible cut for themselves?

Development and progress is an ongoing process and the manner
of implementing such projects and plans subsequently determine
the pace of growth. It would not be too far off the mark to
observe that the present turmoil and social unrest is a
manifestation of the prolonged and systematic failure and
deliberate attempts by those in authority to divert resources to
their personal coffers at the risk of jeopardizing the projects.
Siphoning of public resources has become so institutionalized
that the question has shifted from ‘why?’ to ‘how much?’ It is
the accumulation of the little niggling discontents and frustrations
being made to endure over the years as those who are put to
power indulges in looting the resources of the state, promotes
nepotism and practices corruption with blatant disregard for
the sentiments of the common people that has snowballed into
an issue that has taken on a more sinister hue threatening the
very existence of the state as we know today. It is the very
system of governance and administration being practiced in
the state at present which gives rise to elements feeding and
prospering on the uncertainties and insecurities of the people.
It is time for those in power to consider the general public as
more than mere numbers they need to shore up to achieve the
coveted positions. The very people are the ones who made them
what they are, and disregarding their own source of power and
influence will only spell their doom.

JUDICIOUS SELECTION OF CANDIDAES
By Seram Neken - Need of the hour - Manipur, defection from one

The job counters have been political party to another for
abruptly closed. Thanks to themere trading commodity betweenmindsets of our leaders, the peopleontesting elections is not a matter
Election Commission of India for the sellers and the buyetd/ith of Manipur have developed a trustof shame, and we are sure that our
enforcing the election code ofsuch electioneering going on for adeficit on the political system in politicians never stick to party
conduct in the midst of unruly job number of years, our electedgeneral and the politiciansideology Their only goal is to
business going on in Manipurleaders consider their positions angarticular With the election and contest election from any political
during the last few week3wenty status more valuable than the vengovernance becoming a bigplatform. Party ideologyeadership
lakhs, thirty lakhs, forty lakhs andissues of the people. business, a number of wealthy andjuality, political ethics and Election
fifty lakhs — the members of ourVery recently we have witnessedpowerful notwithstanding their agenda have no place in Manipur
affluent society were ready to payour honorable elected leaderscommitment to the peopketause, polity.

for the salaried government jobs fodemonstrating more unanimity andcome out to contest elections in thevith the dates for the poll
their sons and daughterlmost smartness in times of crisesnook and corner of the state.approaching, the major political
all recruitments done in haste duringaffecting their very own positions, Besides the long queues at bankgarties particularly the Bhartiya
the short spell of a few weeksrather than in matters concerningATM booths, Oil pumps and whatJanata Party (BJP) is surely in
involved exchange of currencies inthe peoples grievances. During the not, another queue has been lineduandary over the allotment of party
bundles from one pocket to thehectic agitations forimplementationup on the eve of general electionstickets to its plentiful of aspiring
other This writer also learned that aof Inner Line Permit system in It is not of the voters in front of candidates. Barring a few assembly
number of youths were also giftedManipur sometime back, the leaderpolling booths, but of the constituencies, almost all
with government jobs totally free of of various political parties including politicians who are aspiring for constituencies have no less than
cost in some assemblythe chief minister and the cabinetparty tickets to contest the electionthree candidates aspiring for BJP
constituencies. The job market wasninisters had taken enormous timéWe, the people of Manipushould ticket. The Congress party is not
heavily rushed with powerful andin seeking appointments with thebe proud that we have innumerableompletely free from such impasse
affluent shoppers. Now thePrime Ministerthe Home Minister number of leaders who appear taver party tickets in some assembly
recruitment fair has ended. and other concerned leaders irbe dedicated and sacrificed for theconstituencies. When ticket losers
Countdown to the 1LManipur Delhi for pursuing the matter service of the people. Moreoyere of the major political parties shift
Legislative Assembly elections relating to the pending bills. Their have social workers who areaffiliations at the eleventh hour to
begins.Aspiring candidates and proposed journey to Delhi for wealthy powerful and capabl&@he contest elections, the whole political
political parties are in hectic pursuing the approval of the bills current fashion is: “Earn money byscenario of the state will get an
schedule for wooing the electoratewas delayed on account of, in theithook or by crook, become self-overhaul. Therefore, psephologists
Wealthy and powerful individuals, words, not getting appointmentsstyled social workers, join politics, in Manipur will be in a difficult

in the social workers’ attire with with the higherups. Howeverthe contest elections, be leaders andituation in analyzing trends of this
folded hands have startedpeople of Manipur withessed howloot the people”. Hence, with theupcoming election because of the
frequenting door to door with a vowdynamic and united our MLAs wereso  called social workers likely topsy turvy in the political
to serve the poor people.inrushing to Delhi to react to the mushrooming in the nook andparties after the ticket
Meanwhile, majority of the voters, presidents rule rumour In the corner of the state, there is noannouncement.

as usual, are surely awaiting thavinter morning on that fateful day reason Manipur lags behind the resNow the time has come for setting a
new 2000-Rupee notes knockingnembers of Congress Legislatureof the world. certain basic minimum qualification
their doorsAll burning social issues Party hurried to the Chief Minister  As soon as the party tickets for theand experience for those who aspire
have now lost relevance. Politicalofficial residence for an urgent meet,forthcoming general elections areto be party candidates. Money
ideologies are no longer guidingand by evening, a team of 52announced, itis for sure that lotuseshould not be the criteria for selecting
principles of our leaders. ILP Congressmen reached the Capitabn top of buildings will turn candidates. Each and every political
AFSPA, integrity, Loktak, Ema to save their positions. In no otheraeroplanes, cars, lanterns, electriparty must at least consider the
Market, SreetVendor so on and so issue affecting the state and theibulbs, tractors, spades or any othepersonal caregcharacter and degree
forth will no longer be our concern. people, did our leaders respond inwvhile the flags with ‘Hand symbol of involvement in social activities of

With money playing a greater rolesuch haste. on it' erected at the gates will bethe aspirant candidates while
in elections, “6te’ has become a In such a state of affair and narromreplaced by those of others. Inissuing party tickets.
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Militantkilled in - National Children Residential Painting Camp .......

encou nter Wlth He said the main aim and objectivesimple forms of expressions through_eishangthenTonthoi will be the
SECUI’Ity forces of the residential camp is to makesketches/drawing/paintings/Brand Ambassador and the
the children realized their inner posters etc.children will be givenstudents from Cashaiojai,
PTI potentials through the medium of7day to paint,make,sculpturedGuwahati, Mizoram and Tripura will
Srinagar, Jan 10: A militant was art,camp is specially esigned forwhatever they feel like.their minds participate in this camp,he said.
killed today in an encounter with chidren to inculcate a good habit ofand hands will be free for 7 daysAbout ‘Brain Drain Exposia’: The
security forces in Kashnig north  converting the wasteful summer andvell guided by eminent experts onBrain-Drain Exposia” (a multi-talent
Bandipora district, police said. winter vacation into a productive each day hunt unit) is an active unit under
Acting on specific intelligence input Artistic vacation. Moreover the cine stars andthe banner of the Institute of Rural
about the presence of the militanThe main purpose of inviting the different eminent personalities will Education-IRE,Viingjing expanded
in Parray Mohalla in Hajin area, prominent Cine Stars and eminenencourage the young artists withand founded in 2008 with the kind
security forces launched a searcpersonalities for a lunch onlunch and interaction on each dayco-sponsorship of Huiyen Lanpao

US Condemns terror attacks in EgMation in the village, they said. Programme and short interactionits said. and MAMICON Academy a
. . L s the forces were conducting theand also a photo session willDuring the Children residential prominent film banner of “Mami-
PTI The United States remains firmly search operation, the hiding militantlefinitely encourage their moral Painting camp an interactionSami.

Washington, Jan 10:The US has committed to Egyp$ security and
strongly condemned the terrorwill continue to support the

opened fire on them. In the ensuingpirit during the camp.Such programme,Basic concept & skill Rakesh Naorem, Programme Co-
encounterthe militant was killed, a ventures with special guests/development of drawing and ordinator 3rd Brain-Drain Exposia

attacks in Egypt in which nine government of Egypt as it contendsolice official said. Artists will certainly boost up the practicalstudy of drawing & who is also SecretaryPatriotic
persons were killed by militants with ongoing threats from terrorist The identity and group affiliation of the spirit of the children who are in the painting demonstrated by renowned\riters ~ Forum  Manipur

linked to ISIS, saying it remains firmly groups in the Sinai and elsewhere,
committed to the country’security Price added.
“The US strongly condemns Heavily-armed militants linked to

today's terrorist attack on ISIS yesterday targeted two police

militant was not immediately known. camp and also making this ventureArtists of Manipur on different 6 Ch.BirendraAsst.News Editor DDK
more challenging, he added. days will also be held. Imphal, L.Subachandra, Programme
9 IED | d b Children Painting Camp for 7 daysIn this Children residential Painting Sponsor and Ch.Ranfitember

S p ante y on residential basis will do greatcamp the renowned Manipuri actorPatriotic Writers Forum,Manipur

checkpoints in Egyps’North Sinai checkpoints using an explosive- naxals recovered wonders and miracles by theirand also National film awardeeattended today press conference.

governorate which killed at leastladen garbage truck and rocket:
nine people and injured manypropelled grenades, killing eight
others,” Spokesman of the Nationapolicemen and one civilian, the
Security Council, White House Nedlatest attack in Egytrestive North

Price said yesterday Sinai. q d ..

“Our thoughts and prayers are withA statement issued by the Ministry[0d2y recovered as many as nine_, FREE. FAIR & PEACEFUL ELECTION. AND ETHICAL VOTIHG
the victims and families of all those of Interior said that about 20 terroristdE DS (improvised explosive dewce_s) W, K iJ. ARK: FROM TEL CLASSH y T NUPi EOMBLEX
who were killed and injured in this participated in the attack on al-Mataff/€gedly planted by naxals, in W&ErRIE ANGLA PARK: H LASSICS TO AL COMPLE

attack and in other recent violencecheckpoint irAl-Arish city.
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inChhattisgarh  come - Be PART oF THE HISTORY

Raipur, Jan 10: Security forces JOIN THE L. <O NS E ST (1.5 KM} ART COMPETITION

Chhattisgarh s insurgency-hit Oigle & Tife . 22nd JANUARY, 27 0B:00 am to 10:00 am
Sukma district. Fisooet as Kangla Wastern Gate, 07200 pm

The explosives were planted near SHF
S he oot hetneetCaegiies HIGH SCHOOL, HIGHER SECONDARY, COLLEGE & DPEM

Bhejji and Injram villages under Entry Fan : FREE
Bhejji police station limits, Sukma
Superintendent of Police Indira Allogether &2 prizes worth Fis 1,00 8004 UP for grabs

Kalyan Elesela told PTI.
The halwas made when a jointtear Fres T Shirts and Refreshment lor 1000 participants

of CRPF 219 battalion and District|

Reserve Group (DRG) was out on MEDIUM OF COMPETITION

search operation from Bhejji, around  Dwawiing and Spriy Painting wsing sithar Marker Pen and Spray Pan cans o ball
500 kms away from the state capital. [Parischgants miusd bring (bair own MARKER PEN ard Spray Cars)
Security forces have its campg Canvas: FLEX: 41t = 3 11 (1o be provided by Organiser)

between Bhejji and Injram. Frirmms Auadiale o

After covering a distancg of about| impact TV, Handsome Beook House (Bacna Bazar)
tr‘g;d:(g:fr‘]egpzrlj\%:f%l% gg(;i{ed Sanpal Express. Mahorolgl Thoudang. Kangla Pao, Poknapham (| &lrporl Ad),
the explosives placed beneath the 1Erﬂlil:‘p..ukr'::|:||7nlirg:" Riptom) -1 I (e ghari: Lalad],

earth, he said. ! 2 = - N
The IEDs of low intensity were | F@rm s ke [Fres i yeo | dram aur ok A

planted to target security forceg L#&1 Dabe al Farm Subimission: 19013007 (Only & IMPACT TY, Paona Barar)
during their operation in this | Far difnil & guigries ; Vielt us i Edions Guild Manipur facebook group
strategically important region, the SR Pl v facefiook comiaraups 1 1971 SR ORTER

said adding that further defails ar¢ — yganmed by:Editom’ Guiid Maripur & NED GENE- Contermporary
awaited as search operation was stil & Of | Ihe CEQ. M i
underway in the area. Wiffce ol the bl =

of Marigur
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